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2. The Nature of Philosophy?— Our further task is to
extract and make explicit the idea of philosophy implicit in
these considerations. We have already virtually described,
though not denned, philosophy in terms of the problems with
which it deals; and we have pointed out that these problems
originate in the conflicts and difficulties of social life. The
problems are such things as the relations of mind and matter,
body and soul; humanity and physical nature; the individual
and the social; theory — or knowing, and practice—or
doing. The philosophical systems which formulate these
problems record the main lineaments and difficulties of con-
temporary social practice. They bring to explicit conscious-
ness what men have come to think, in virtue of the quality
of their current experience, about nature, themselves, and
the reality they conceive to include or to govern both.
As we might expect, then, philosophy has generally been
defined in ways which imply a certain totality, generality,
and ultimateness of both subject matter and method. With
respect to subject matter, philosophy is an attempt to com-
pretend—that is, to gather together the varied details of the
world and of life into a single inclusive whole, which shall
either be a unity, or, as in the dualistic systems, shall reduce
the plural details to a small number of ultimate principles.
On tie side of the attitude of the philosopher and of those who
accept his conclusions, there is the endeavor to attain as
unified, consistent, and complete an outlook upon experience
as is possible. This aspect i$ expressed in the word ' philos-
ophy ' — love of wisdom. A^heneyer philosophy has beep
taken seriously, it has always been assumed that it sjgniiH
jcjae^ngAwisdpm which would influence the conduct of Jj£e.a
Witness the fact that almost all ancient schools of philosophy
were also organized ways of living, those who accepted their
tenets being committed to certain distinctive modesofcoii-
duct; witness the mtirflate_cormection ofphilosophy with the
theology oTSie Roman church in the middle ages, its frequent

